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Current state of the site is an empty dismal space of 
fragmented character with frequented noisy street. Un-
friendly place to be. People are just passing through with 
intention to get through the environment as quickly as 
possible. The place lacks identity and genius loci. On the 
other hand this plot, being one of the last available build-
able spaces within reach of the historical center, has an 
excellent location potential.

Wasteland

Arrogance

Divine intervention

How should we deal with these issues? Obvious architec-
tural solution would be to place a large solitary volume 
in the focal point of the plot. This creates a new dominant 
that disregards spatial context of said environment. This 
approach further fragments the space into an array of 
ambiguous places without clear purpose and lacking life. 
Functional complexity of a philharmonic makes it hard 
for individual segments to operate independently inside 
one large structure, which loses active contact with day-
to-day urban life.

Discussed site is too large for the required program. 
There is a danger of losing intimacy and human scale on 
a parcel this large. Problematic fragmented development 
at the north side of the plot does not help either. We solve 
these issues by building a closed urban block. This also 
solves substandard traffic system in the area. From urban 
perspective we are creating an all new dynamic diagonal 
street, which accentuates a natural entryway into the 
spaces of the new philharmonic. This street is on the divide 
of standard urban structure and expressive volumes of a 
new artistic environment.
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To contrast a large volume in the center of the site we 
propose to separate individual functional units of the 
philharmonic into multiple smaller islands that form a 
permeable assembly of buildings. Placement of volumes 
originates from an axis of two most exposed points of 
the parcel. We place the main auditorium in the south end, 
which is dramatically opposed to a noisy road. Only the 
large hall can bear this role and confidently challenge 
this noisy and dynamic force. We place the small audito-
rium on the opposite end of the axis to serve as a coun-
terweight that boldly invites into the new artistic envi-
ronment. Overall approach enables natural permeability 
of the area and does not create unnecessary barriers. 
Designed volumes will organically merge with existing 
surroundings and become inseparable from local urban 
fabric. 

We atypically leave the focal point of the whole site emp-
ty and place the volumes around the edges. The height 
profile of the volumes slopes down from the two most 
exposed points towards the center. This creates a safe 
and calm environment without the feeling of tightness. 
Horizon opens toward the sky and the space breathes. The 
lowest and longest building correlates with the lively 
street ‚Pražská‘ and peacefully invites passers-by to come 
inside. It accommodates the ticket office, info point and 
a coffee house. Conversely buildings on the opposite site 
are far more prominent and define a new street behind 
them. They constitute a dramatic border between stan-
dard urban environment and newly formed expressive 
artistic space. Structure closer to the main hall accepts 
the responsibility for administrative operations and sup-
porting facilities. That is why the actual concert halls re-
main very airy and elegant. The array of buildings would 
not be complete without a building with rehearsal rooms 
and unforced open air tribune on its roof. Altogether the 
structures form a compact whole resembling dramatic 
crystalline landscape.

The inner courtyard creates an air of intimacy and safe-
ty. Active facades of the buildings are facing inwards. The 
diverse functions take place in various time periods and 
different seasons. Thanks to this there will always be life 
flowing through. It becomes a new riverbed of the city. It 
also forms new public space with unique genius loci. The 
courtyard becomes shared interior of all the buildings 
of the philharmonic while staying open and permeable for 
the public throughout the year.  New living room of the 
city.
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How can architecture help create a mentally and 
corporally immersive experience of music and moment?
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“shoe Box”
traditional layout for best acoustics
108 seats
stand-alone object 
conferences and smaller events

“vineyard”
progressive concert hall layout
1053 seats
balance of visual and auditory experience
stage in the center of the hall

“openair”
open outdoor scene
160 seats
summer festivals and concerts
mobile stage
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M1.01    FOYER
M1.02   stairs
M1.03   BAR
M1.04   base bar
M1.05   wc handicap
M1.06   changing room

M1.07   wc women
M1.08   wc men
M1.09   hall
M1.10    stairs
M1.11     stock
M1.12    wc women

O1.01   Kavárna
O1.02   sklad
O1.03   zázemí
O1.04   šatna
O1.05   wc
O1.06   wc muži

O1.07   wc ženy
O1.08   schodiště
O1.09   wc venkovní
O1.10    wc
O1.11     úklid
O1.12    kancelář

Z1.01    halL
Z1.02   stock
Z1.03   classroom
Z1.04   kitchen
Z1.05   classroom
Z1.06   classroom

Z1.07   wc
Z1.08   auditorium
Z1.09   stock
Z1.10    stairs
Z1.11     changing room

a1.01    hall
a1.02   office
a1.03   boardroom
a1.04   stairs
a1.05   wc men
a1.06   wc women

a1.07   wc handicap
a1.08   stock
a1.09   gatehouse
a1.10    kitchen
a1.11     stock
a1.12    changing room

V1.01   entrance/FOYER
V1.02   entrance
V1.03   BAR
V1.04   dressing room
V1.05   Stairs
V1.06   wc Men

V1.07   wc handicap
V1.08   cleaning room
V1.09   WC women
V1.10    technology
V1.11     STAGE
a1.12    auditorium
a1.13    FOYE

a1.13   office
a1.14   boardroom
a1.15   supply
a1.16   stock
a1.17   stock
a1.18   stock

M1.13    wc men
M1.14   cleaning room
M1.15   changing room dirigent
M1.16   changing room soloist
M1.17   relax
M1.18   office

M1.19    common room
M1.20   changing room
M1.21    changing room
M1.22   stairs

O1.13   recepce
O1.14   sklad
O1.15   obchod a lístky

    

small auditorium STORE REHEARSAL ADMINISTRATIon main auditorium
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+ 21,00

+ 12,00
+ 11,00

+ 21,00

+ 21,00

+ 6,80

+ 21,00

+ 21,00
+ 18,50

+ 21,00

+ 21,00

+ 10,00

+ 15,60

1.  bearing conical tube made of high strength concrete
2. roofing of the main hall with steel lattice girders
3. ceiling of the foyer from simple steel beams
4. underground concrete frame structure with mushroom 
    capitals, waterproof concrete

1

2

3

4

5
6

7

5. reinforced concrete perimeter wall structure
6. facade of corrugated copper plates with anti-corrosion treatment
7. large format glazing in steel frames
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Built up area (above ground) 	 3 875 m2
Total floor area		  16 344 m2
Total built up volume		  84 100 m3
Number of parking spaces	 18 OUTSIDE 143 INSIDE

project assessment

We carefully thought about all aspects of the assignment and chose not to limit 
ourselves by construction and technicalities in the very beginning. We believe that 
building such as a philharmonic has almost a spiritual quality and great symbolic 
meaning and as such should not be utilitarian in nature. Koma modules could cer-
tainly be applied to our design to a certain degree, which would have to be explored 
and assessed in later stages.

Assessment
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